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by Nancy DeSanti

Legacy of a Shared Culture: The Robert A Facchina 
Italian American Museum of Washington DC is Inaugurated

Silvano Tomasi Becomes Cardinal

When Pope Francis installed the 13 new Cardinals 
in Rome on November 28, 2020, among them was 
a familiar face—Silvano Tomasi, the brother of our 
former Holy Rosary pastor, Father Lydio Tomasi.

Silvano Maria Tomasi was born in Cassone di 
Mussolente, Italy, in 1940. He was ordained a priest 
of the Scalabrinian Order in 1965. After coming to the 
United States, he earned a Ph.D. in sociology from 
Fordham University and taught at the City University 
of New York.

In keeping with the mission of the Scalabrinians, 

founded by St. Charles Borromeo to serve Italian 
immigrants, the Cardinal spent much of his early 
ministry working with migrants and refugees. With his 
brother Lydio, also a Scalabrinian priest, he founded 
the Center for Migration Studies in New York City.  
After Father Lydio was assigned as pastor of Holy 

The newly-constructed Italian American Museum of 
Washington DC (IAMDC) was inaugurated in a brief ribbon-
cutting ceremony on Tuesday, December 15. Attendance was 
limited due to covid-19 restrictions, but a public grand open-
ing is planned for a future date when it is safe to gather. Continued on page 3

Opening day began with a lunch at Villa Firenze hosted 
by Italian Ambassador Armando Varricchio for the IAMDC 
committee members, and donors Robert and Susan Fac-
china. In his remarks at the luncheon, Ambassador Varric-

Scalabrinian, former Holy See envoy to the 
United Nations in Geneva, and once celebrant 
at Holy Rosary Church becomes Cardinal

H.E. Wilton Cardinal Gregory, Archbishop of Washington, D.C. 
Visits Holy Rosary Church, Celebrates Mass, Blesses New Building

F.r Ezio Marchetto, Robert A. Facchina, First Counselor Domenico Bellantone, Francesco Isgro

Continued on page 7

As Cardinal Wilton Gregory celebrated a December 
13 Mass at Holy Rosary Church in Washington on the 
third Sunday of Advent, called Gaudete Sunday after 
the Latin word for “rejoice,” he noted that even amid 
the challenges of a pandemic, there are still reasons 
to rejoice.

“While the imperfect condition of the pandemic 
may cause us to neglect the many reasons that we 
have for rejoicing, it must not rob us of the obligation 
to praise God for all that we do have,” he said.

Washington’s archbishop, speaking one day before 
COVID-19 vaccines began being administered to 

by Marc Zimmerman*
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Milioni di espatriati dal 1867 al 1984. 
Basterebbe questo dato a incasellare 
perfettamente la storia migrante 
dell’Italia, iniziata all’indomani 
dell’Unità d’Italia e terminata sul finire 
degli anni ’80 del Ventesimo Secolo. 
Un sistema produttivo pre-moderno e il 
passaggio a un’agricoltura più moderna 
nelle pianure laziali e pugliesi, incisero 
in modo importante sull’economia  
collinare e montana, successivamente 
piegato dall’estensione del sistema 
tributario piemontese e dall’arrivo sul 
mercato, sul finire dell’Ottocento, del 
grano americano, russo e indiano. 

Il continente americano ha 
accolto quasi gran parte dell’intera 
emigrazione italiana fino alla seconda 
guerra mondiale. Gli espatri   ripresero 
consistenza dopo la fine della seconda 
guerra mondiale, puntando verso il paesi 
sudamericani (Argentina, Venzuela e 
Brasile su tutti) il Canada e l’Australia, 
con quest’ultima che da sola   ha 
assorbito buona parte degli spostamenti 
transoceanici.  

  La destinazione americana ha 
dunque rappresentato una larghissima 
fetta dell’intera emigrazione italiana 
fino alla seconda guerra mondiale e 
quasi tutti sbarcarono ad Ellis Island, 
primo (terribile) impatto con la 
grande nazione americana. Per alcuni  

L’Italia Migrante: Senza gli italiani l’America non sarebbe stata la stessa

rappresentò l’inizio di una nuova vita, 
per altri un’amara delusione, per la 
storia italiana fu invece l’unica vera 
guerra   utile e pacifica. Una guerra che 
dura da tanto  e che  durerà ancora: si 
chiama Migrazione.  

“Sono sempre i migliori quelli che se 
ne vanno” è una delle frasi più tipiche 
che nei decenni si sentiva pronunciare 
sugli usci delle case dei tanti paesi 
che hanno vissuto l’emigrazione di 
massa.  Era una frase detta con  aria 
di funerale nella famiglia del giovane 
che con quattro stracci, un fagotto o 
una valigia di cartone, abbandonava la 
casa e gli affetti. La mamma soprattutto, 
la mamma. Erano ragazzi, cocciuti 
ragazzi italiani, cresciuti per lo più 
tra le aspre e ingenerose montagne 
e nelle isole tramortite dal sole, con 
il carattere tenace. E la storia ci ha 
dimostrato chiaramente che erano i 
migliori - a volte genitori di uomini di 
spessore e carattere- quelli che hanno 

cambiato la storia della nazione che li ha 
ospitati, diventandone il vanto glorioso: 
dall’arte allo spettacolo, dallo sport alla 
letteratura.

  Non tutti sono diventati ricchi, 
famosi e felici. Molti   connazionali a 
volte sono tornati con piaghe ancora 
aperte e ricordi spesso amari. Ma la 
maggior parte di loro hanno espresso 
ai massimi livelli il concetto di come la 
perseveranza, la “buona testardaggine”, 
il coraggio, la caparbietà e la resistenza 
fisica e psichica possano produrre 
risultati incredibili. Senza gli italiani 
l’America non sarebbe stata la stessa… 
sicuramente!

  È l’orgoglio il sentimento padrone 
della storia italiana negli Stati Uniti. 
L’orgoglio permea ogni storia e vola 

di Generoso D’Agnese

in alto, più in alto della statua della 
Libertà. È vero. Con l’avvento della 
Rete lo spazio e il tempo non contano 
più nulla. L’economia globale agisce 
istantaneamente favorendo interazioni 
velocissime tra persone, nazioni e 
territori lontani tra loro, ma per arrivare 
a tutto ciò, molto, moltissimo, diciamo 
tutto, è partito da Ellis Island, dopo un 
duro viaggio su un mare sconosciuto, 
una nave ostile ed un’impossibile 
quarantena. Senza un centesimo bucato 
in tasca.

  Così è partito il progresso, ma 
nessuno se ne accorse allora e occorre 
ricordarlo ricorda ora, usando tutti i 
mezzi per far sì che la memoria rimanga 
viva e attiva, onde permettere di 
tramandarla alle generazioni future.

Italian educator Maria Wilmeth launched 
Italian language programs in Washington, 
D.C. starting at Holy Rosary Church

Infectious diseases expert Dr. Anthony S. 
Fauci, recipient of  2008 Presidential Med-
al of Freedom from President George Bush

Ugo Carusi, former U.S. Commissioner of 
the Immigration Service and twice presi-
dent of the Lido Civic Club
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COMMUNITY NEWS

chio expressed his excitement at the reality 
of finally having a museum to showcase "the 
contributions that Italians and Italian Ameri-
cans have made in the nation’s capital.”

In the afternoon, the museum was of-
ficially inaugurated with a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony that included First Counselor 
Domenico Bellantone, representing Ambas-
sador Varricchio who was unable to attend, 
Commendatore Robert Facchina, whose 
generous grant made the museum possible, 
Fr. Ezio Marchetto, chairman of the Casa 
Italiana Sociocultural Center, Inc. (CISC), 
and Francesco Isgro, president of CISC, 
the non-profit organization that oversees 
the museum. CISC was established in June 
2017, to preserve and promote cultural ac-
tivities for the Italian and Italian American 
community through educational, historical, 
and cultural programs.

Museum History
When Fr. Ezio Marchetto, pastor of Holy 

Rosary Church and a history afficionado, 
first arrived in Washington, D.C., he was im-
pressed by the many monuments and public 
buildings that were inspired by or created  by 
Italians and Italian Americans. He had a vi-
sion of creating a museum in the lobbies of 
the new extension to Holy Rosary and Casa 
Italiana. In 2018, Robert Facchina, an entre-
preneur, philanthropist and descendant of an 
early local family, made a generous contri-
bution toward helping turn the dream of an 
Italian American Museum of Washington 

DC, into a reality.   
An all-volunteer museum committee was 

established to carry out the project: Fr. Ezio 
Marchetto, Francesco Isgro (CISC Presi-
dent), Elizabeth DiGregorio (CISC Board 
member), and Anna Isgro (Parish Council 
member). The committee conceptualized the 
thematic plans for the museum, and hired 
a professional museum designer. Once his 
design was approved, Liz DiGregorio and 
Anna Isgro embarked on the process of 
further conceptualization, and researching, 
writing and editing the information panels 
on the four floors of exhibits. They also so-
licited and acquired historical images and 
artifacts, as well as artwork by local Italian 

Italian American Museum of Washington DC (IAMDC) is Inaugurated 
Continued from page 1

Commendatore Robert A. Facchina and Susan Facchina

American artists for the fourth-floor art gal-
leries.

The Museum Themes
IAMDC displays reflect on the follow-

ing themes: how Italians and Italian Ameri-
cans influenced the design, construction 
and beautification of the capital; the lives, 
struggles and achievements of Italian im-
migrants in the area; the creation and his-
toric evolution of Holy Rosary Church and 
Casa Italiana; and galleries exhibiting and 
promoting the works of local Italian and 
Italian American artists.

A Tour of the Four Levels
As you enter the museum on the F 

Street entrance, you are greeted with out-
door banners announcing the museum, and 

then with the flags of the United States, Italy, 
the District of Columbia and the Vatican.  As 
you enter this first level, there is a quote on 
the wall from Supreme Court Justice Samuel 
Alito about the importance of honoring those 
who came before us. In this lobby are the 
museum logo, a unique plaque of individuals 
who donated funds as part of the Founders 
campaign, and a marble plaque dedicated to 
museum donor Robert Facchina, 

Inside, the visitor is greeted by a large 
stylized wall map of Washington DC. On 
the map are indications of locations through-
out the city that were inspired by, built by, 

Continued on page 4

A large wall map and a case of artifacts on the first floor are dedicated to the contributions that Italians and Italian Americans made to building and beautifying the nation's capital.
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A Tour of the New Italian American Museum of Washington DC (IAMDC)

practice in D.C. and served the Italian Amer-
ican community and Italian Embassy staff 
until 1944. On the corridor walls are images 
reflecting the work of the Casa Italiana Lan-
guage School.

On the fourth floor of the museum, which 
overlooks Piazza Italiana, are two galleries 
dedicated to the arts and culture. IAMDC 
has sought and received gifts from more 
than 30 local artists, who created pieces 
from classical to contemporary styles. The 
collection includes exquisite mosaics, as 
well as ceramics done in several Italian re-
gional styles. (For more about the galleries, 
see the article on the page at right.) 

One of the aims of these galleries is to 
promote local Italian and Italian American 

COMMUNITY NEWS

or beautified by Italian immigrants – monu-
ments, statues, buildings and other sites that 
were somehow touched by Italian hands and 
influenced by Italian minds. This is the Ital-
ian legacy in our nation’s capital. Next to the 
map, a large acrylic case displays some of 
the tools that were used by Italian workers, 
including those used to construct the Viet-
nam Memorial, and a piece of the original 
ornate columns constructed by Italian immi-
grants in the 1860s, and still at the Capitol 
today.  The case also contains a 3-D repro-
duction, done by Davide Prete, a local Ital-
ian sculptor, of a column in the style used by 
Italian sculptors working inside the Capitol 
building in the early 1800s.

A large reproduction of Constantino 
Brumidi’s famous mural, The Apotheosis of 
George Washington, is displayed on the right 
wall. The original is in the Rotunda of the 
U.S. Capitol.

The second-floor lobby is dedicated to 
the immigrant life and contributions that 
Italian Americans have made to Washington 
DC. A large wall timeline shows important 
historical events and images that tell the 
story of Italian immigration to the area and 
highlight Italian Americans who have made 
significant contributions to the city.  A large 
case displays historical objects, documents, 
clothing, and more, given to the museum by 
members of the local community. This floor 
also includes the Marconi Project of oral his-
tories, another CISC Inc. program. Visitors 
can sit at two booths and listen to recordings 
of interviews of local Italian Americans, 
such as the grandson of an Italian president, 

Left to right: Anna Isgro, Liz DiGregorio, Robert Facchina, museum designer David Fridberg

an engineer at NASA, and a late pillar of the 
local business community. 

The third floor of the museum is dedi-
cated to the history of the 100-plus year-old 
Holy Rosary Church and the Casa Italiana 
community.  A timeline visually relates the 
significant events in the community; a large 
case displays religious objects, including a 
silver chalice given to Holy Rosary by King 
Vittorio Emanuele III.  On one wall, various 
intricate banners of the early religious soci-
eties at Holy Rosary Church are on display; 
some date to the founding of the church. 
Another case displays the memorabilia, in-
cluding his early 1900s microscope, of an 
immigrant from Sicily who set up a medical 

Continued from page 3
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artists, and toward that end we plan on host-
ing art shows and other cultural events as 
soon as it is feasible.

Celebrating a Culture
Although space may be somewhat lim-

ited, the four museum lobbies provide a 
wealth of information in a beautiful, wel-
coming presentation. The content, artifacts, 
displays, and exhibitions remind us, as re-
cently reflected in a Voce Italiana article, 
that “La cultura non si ferma.” Even during 
this year of a pandemic, we were able to cre-
ate in record time, the first Italian American 
museum of Washington DC, dedicated to 
celebrating   the legacy of the Italian culture 
in the nation’s capital.

The Committee reached out to many 
members in the community for input, advice 
and review of data. Invaluable service was 
provided by historian Mary Brown, who 
provided many images through the Scal-
abrinian archive in New York, and reviewed 
parts of the timelines.  

IAMDC museum committee members 
Liz DiGregorio and Anna Isgro extend a 
special thanks to the many museums and 
institutions that graciously provided assis-
tance by offering advice, providing referrals, 
providing images and granting permission to 
use them, contributing artifacts and display 
cases, framing materials  and so much more. 
Numerous others assisted in so many ways. 
(Please turn to page  6 for a more compre-
hensive list.) 

We hope you will get a chance to visit 
and be inspired by the many, many stories 
the museum tells about our local Italian heri-
tage, its past, present and future.

These historic images tell fascinating stories of Holy Rosary Church and Casa Italiana 

CISC Board members Tom Sweeney, Ciro DeFalco, Jim Cocco
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The fourth floor of the Italian American 
Museum of Washington DC (IAMDC)is 
dedicated to  the D.C. area’s Italian and Italian-
American artists and comprises the museum’s 
permanent collection. The beautiful space also 
lends itself to future temporary exhibits or 
solo art shows. 

The lobby area and two gallery spaces 
display paintings, sculptures, ceramics, 
mosaics, textiles, and other works of art, that 
showcase and promote the talents of our local 
community of artists. The artwork builds upon 
and celebrates the long and illustrious tradition 
of Italian and Italian-American artistry visible 
throughout the nation’s capital.

Some of the artists represented are Italian-
born residents of the city; others trace their 
roots to immigrant ancestors. Many draw 
upon Italian influences or traditional Italian 
techniques to create their works. The richness 
and diversity of the art displayed here, 
confirms that, while sharing a love of Italy 
and the traditions of a culture, the artists are 
forward-looking, independent, and original in 
their approach.

The lobby celebrates the decorative 
arts.  The beautiful mosaics, pietra dura and 
ceramics on display introduce us to some of 
the oldest forms of art mastered by craftsmen 
in Byzantine and Renaissance Italy. There 
are mosaics by Matteo Randi and Antonio 
Bianchini, and majolica ceramics by Casa 
Italiana Ceramic Studio Maestro Roberto 
Paolinelli and his master class students.  
Robert A. Facchina, the museum's primary 
benefactor, donated an  intricate Fiorentine 
pietra dura by Alfonso Montelatici, a member 

A Community of Artists: IAMDC’S New Art Galleries

by Elizabeth DiGregorio

of a noted family of pietra dura artists.  
The approach to Gallery 1 showcases  

black and white photographs by John 
DiJoseph, a celebrity photojournalist and 
longtime Holy Rosary parishioner. On the 
opposite wall are architectural drawings by 
Anthony Campitelli, who designed the facade 
of Casa Italiana.  

Gallery 1 displays more modern and 
contemporary art: a bronze sculpture by 
Davide Prete, (who also created the 3-D 
replica on view on the Museum's first floor 
of a column carved by Italians in the Capitol 
during the early 1800s); watercolors by Toni-
Lee Sangastiano, a professor at Georgetown 
University, who studied in Florence, and 
Alice Tangerini, a noted illustrator for the 
Smithsonian. Also on view are woodblock 
prints by Amy Guadagnoli; assemblage and 

Museum galleries showcase and promote Italian and Italian American artistry

COMMUNITY NEWS

reliefs by Cianne Fragione and Maria Sofia 
Caligiuri; oils and acrylics by Regina Miele, 
Alessandra Ricci, Antonella Manganelli,  and 
Enrico Davoli;  pencil and ink by Grazia 
Montalto, and textile by Franca Bartoli. 

Gallery 2 features more traditional art:  
oils and acrylics by Angela Puglisi, Damiano 
Durante Kosma, Toni-Lee Sangastiano, 
Giancarlo Chiancone, Rino Re, and Maryanne 
Condenzio;  watercolor and oil by Richard 
Fanelli;  pen and ink drawings by John 
Clemente Sirica, caricatures by Pino Cicala; 
and a wood carving by Fr. Ezio Marchetto. 

The artists listed here generously gifted 
their art work to IAMDC to establish the 
IAMDC  permanent collection.  

The museum is grateful to the greater 

Washington, D.C. art community for their 
generous gifts of time and good counsel.  
Our visits to the many local museums and 
art galleries helped shape the exhibitions.   
We especially wish to recognize Hillwood 
Estate, Museum and Gardens and the National 
Building Museum for their generous donation 
of display cases and museum quality frames.
(See page 6 for a more extensive list of 
acknowledgements.)
Clockwise from top: Susan Facchina 
contemplates an assemblage by Cianne 
Fragione; Icarus, a sculpture by Davide 
Prete; Robert Facchina toasts the new 
museum; First Counselor Domenico 
Bellantone takes in caricatures by Pino 
Cicala.
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CISC Acknowledges Donors to the Center and Museum Supporters

CISC Inc. Chairman, Fr. Ezio Marchetto, 
said his dream of having a museum to 
showcase the contribution of Italians in the 
nation's capital has been realized.

CISC Inc. President Francesco Isgro 
called the inauguration of the IAMDC an 
"historic event for our Italian and Italian 
American community."The names of the 100+ Founders who financuially supported the establishment of the Casa Italiana Sociocultural Center Inc., are dis-

played on the wall at the entrance of the IAMDC. Another plaque recognizes the generous donation by Robert A. Facchina that made 
the museum possible.

It takes a city to  make a museum and we are grateful to live in a city 
that is noted for its world class museums. Our museum committee, led 
by Elizabeth DiGregorio and Anna Isgro, wish to thank the following 
museums and organizations whose experts opened their doors to pro-
vide advice, referrals, images, permission to use images, display cases, 
frames and artifacts. They were excited to do so freely to help support 
a museum dedicated to the contributions of Italian Americans in the 
nation's capital. Within our community, numerous individuals helped 
support the process of creating a museum from a dream of Fr. Ezio 
Marchetto. We thank Fr. Ezio and Francesco Isgro for their advice and 
support, and, of course, Robert A. Facchina who provided the resources 
to make IAMDC a reality. 

Research, Assistance with Exhibits
German-American Heritage Museum of the USA, National Build-

ing Museum*, Saint John Paul II National Shrine, Dumbarton House 
Museum, Hillwood Estate, Museum, and Gardens*, The Kreeger Mu-
seum, Senator John Heinz History Center, Italian American Program, 
the Washington National Cathedral, Gallery Neptune & Brown, the 
Architect of the Capitol, U.S. Capitol Historical Society, DC Public 
Library Washingtoniana MLK Division, Library of Congress, U.S. Ma-
rine Corps, U.S. Marine Band Librarian/Historian, National Gallery 
of Art, Protocol School of Washington, Vietnam Veterans Memorial 
Fund, among others.

A special thanks to the National Building Museum which donated a 
variety of display cases and museum quality frames, and the Hillwood 
Estate, Museum and Gardens, which supplied us with the large display 
case on the first floor of the museum.

A debt of gratidude to our museum designer David Fridberg of DF 
Design Studio for his crisp and beautiful museum design, to David 
Kalamar for his expert art installation, and to P&M for the timely ex-
ecution of the design.

Artifact Donations and Authentication Assistance
Tony Volpe and Family, Davide Prete, Architect of the Capi-

tol, Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund, Marjorie Hunt, Nicci Fal-
cone and Family, Morisi Family, John Urciolo, Davoli Family, 
Maureen Didier and the John DiJoseph Family, Lina Pronio, Phil 
Finelli and Family, Dennis Santoli, Joe and Joann Novello, Dar-
lene Di Battista, Lou Capannelli, Elayne Hollen, Mary Brown, 
Angelo Floria and Peggy T. Floria, Juanita Campitelli, Nancy De-
Santi, Maria Marigliano, the Colandreo and Ventresca Families, 
Lucia Portanova, Melo Cicala, Anthony Falcone, Anna Falcone, 
Suzanna R. Molino, Roberto Severino, Lydia Re, and others. We 
are grateful to Joe and Kathy Smith and Anthony Morisi, who 
donated the two computers that allow visitors to listen to oral 
histories of community members.

Artwork Donations
More than 30 artists graciously donated their wonderful art 

work to the fourth floor galleries. Our thanks to: Matteo Randi 
and Brett Rugo of Rugo Stone LLC, Antonio Bianchini, Maestro 
Roberto Paolinelli and his master class students at the Casa Itali-
ana Language School ceramics studio, Robert Facchina for the 
outstanding pietra dura by Alfonso Montelatici, all found in the 
entrance area of the fourth floor. 

Our thanks to the following artists whose works are exhibited 
in the two art galleries and walkways: John DiJoseph, Anthony 
Campitelli, Davide Prete, Cianne Fragione, Toni-Lee Sangastia-
no, Alice Tangerini, Amy Guadagnoli, Regina Miele, Sofia Ca-
ligiuri, Alessandra Ricci, Antonella Manganelli, Enrico Davoil, 
Grazia Montalto, Franca Bartoli, Angela Puglisi, Damiano Du-
rante Kosma, Giancarlo Chiancone, Rino Re, Maryanne Con-
denzo, Richard Fanelli, John Clemente Sirica, Pino Cicala and 
Fr. Ezio Marchetto.  

CISC and the Museum Committee Thank the Many Organizations 
and Individuals Whose Support Made IAMDC Possible
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"Madonna con Bambino" donated to 
IAMDC by Brett Rugo of Rugo Stone Inc.
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Cardinal Gregory Blesses New Rectory and Cultural Complex
COMMUNITY NEWS

health workers across the country, said, 
“The vaccines that are even now being 
shipped across the nation and throughout 
our world should inspire some hope in 
our hearts, and thanksgiving for the 
skill and determination of the scientific 
community that has discovered these 
effective vaccines.”

Cardinal Gregory then 
acknowledged the workers who have 
been on the front lines during the 
pandemic.

“We should also thank those who 
are first responders, the people who 
have kept us fed, who work in medical 
facilities, who helped us design and 
implement new ways for teaching our 
children, and who carry out ordinary 
but essential tasks that we too often 
take for granted,” he said. “We can 
and should say, ‘Rejoice!’ We should 
praise God for them. Even in the face 
of the trials that this year has brought, 
we still have incentives to give thanks, 
if for no other reason, to look ahead 
with hope for a better 2021.”

In May 2019, Cardinal Gregory 
was installed as the new archbishop 
of Washington, and on Nov. 28, 2020, 
Pope Francis elevated him to the 
College of Cardinals, making him the 
first African American cardinal in the 
nation’s history.

Cardinal Gregory noted that in his 
service as archbishop of Washington, 
he has witnessed a great deal “for 
which I am deeply grateful and for 
which I do gladly cry out, ‘Rejoice!’”

“Witnessing your resilient faith 
and your fathomless care for the poor, 
the neglected whose needs during 
this unexpected pandemic moment 
have only intensified -- these offer 
ample reasons for me to invite us all 
to rejoice in the Lord, on this the third 
Sunday of Advent,” he said.

During the pandemic, the 
archdiocese did a survey and found 
that 67 of its 139 parishes were 
operating food pantries, and since the 
onset of the pandemic and the resulting 
economic downturn, the number of 
people those parishes are serving has 
doubled to 15,000 people weekly. 
Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese 
of Washington has served more than 
one million meals since the pandemic 

began and has been holding large-
scale food distributions throughout 
the area.

Reflecting on the seasons of Advent 
and Christmas that harken to the 
coming of Christ, the cardinal said, 
“This Sunday, the Church invites us all 
to rejoice, perhaps because one-half of 
Advent has passed, and we are closer 
to the feast of Christmas. But more 
important than that, we are closer to 
the coming of the Lord Jesus in glory. 
We are closer to the fulfillment of our 
destiny in Christ. We want to rejoice 
for who we are, by God’s grace, His 
chosen ones, His beloved people.”

As he welcomed Cardinal Gregory 
to Holy Rosary Church – which serves 
Italian Catholics in the Washington 
metropolitan area  – the pastor, Father 
Ezio Marchetto, a Scalabrini Father, 
noted that Dec. 13 was also a joyful 
day for that parish community as the 
feast day of St. Lucy, a beloved saint 
of Italy who was born in Syracuse on 
the Italian island of Sicily and was 
martyred in 304 A.D.

Father Marchetto also noted that 
the next day, Dec. 14, marked the 
107th anniversary of Holy Rosary 
Parish, which had its first Mass when 
it was established on that date in 1913 
and has served generations of Italian-
American Catholics in the Washington 
area since then.

The pastor also noted that the 
date of the Mass coincided with 
the anniversary of the episcopal 
ordination of Cardinal Gregory, who 

was ordained as an auxiliary bishop 
of Chicago on Dec. 13, 1983 by then-
Chicago Cardinal Joseph Bernardin.

Cardinal Gregory also noted that 
anniversary as he closed his homily, 
saying, “One of the reasons that I 
shall rejoice today is that 37 years ago 
today, on the feast of Santa Lucia,” he 
was ordained as a bishop by Cardinal 
Bernardin, whose parents immigrated 
from Italy. He added, “And I am deeply 
grateful for the times that I learned 
from him and served with him and got 
to know and love him. I suspect his 
Italian ancestry purposely chose Santa 
Lucia for the feast of the ordination, 
and I have always considered myself 
a Lucy bishop.”

Before  the Mass ended, 

Washington’s new cardinal was 
presented with gifts – a copy of a 
pictorial history of Holy Rosary 
Parish, and a CD with religious songs 
produced by the parish’s choir last 
year. After the Mass, Holy Rosary 
parishioners had another reason to 
rejoice, as Cardinal Gregory blessed 
the new building there that houses 
the rectory and the Casa Italiana 
Sociocultural Center.

Cardinal Gregory blesses the statue of Christopher Columbus and the new building that 
houses the Holy Rosary rectory, the Casa Italiana center, museum, and language school. 

M
A
R
C
O

 R
EC

C
H

IA

*Marc Zimmerman, is editor of the 
Catholic Standard where this article 
first appeared.
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Christmas 2020

adherence to the will of God, even when 
it is a difficult one. 

This year, Christmas is going to be 
different and, maybe, we could even call 
it “better.” We are limited in what we 
can do and who we can visit. Financial 
reality may put some constraints on the 
quantity and quality of the traditional 
gifts we are used to exchanging. The 
usual compilation of menus and lights, 
music and songs, ideas and projects that 
characterized the past Christmases is 

now reshaped. 
But, the heart of 

the festivity does 
not change! We are 
celebrating the birth of 
our Savior, who, when 
born, Mary “wrapped 
him in swaddling 
clothes and laid him in 
a manger” and with the 
first of his visitors being 
the poor shepherds. This 

Christmas, we are invited to rely less on 
niceties and return to the center of the 
celebration: God came among us. Jesus 
came to free us from our fear, from our 
egoism and from our divisions. The 
sentence “be not afraid” is repeated 21 
times in the Gospel and it is one of the 
main messages of the Lord. So, at this 
Christmas time, “do not be afraid.” 

From the moment of his birth, the 
Lord wanted to be with us. He promised 
us: “behold, I am with you always, 
until the end of the age.” (Mt. 28,20) It 
is Him present in our lives that we are 
celebrating at this Christmas. Embrace 
Him! Trust in Him! Let Him into your 
life! “They shall name him Emmanuel” 
which means “God is with us.” 
(Mt.1,23)

A Merry Christmas to you and your 
family!

Best regards in Christ,
Fr. Ezio Marchetto, cs. Pastor

Dear brothers and sisters in 
Christ, Merry Christmas!

This is indeed a Christmas Season 
that challenges us in so many different 
ways. There are no previous references 
to guide us, or proven solutions to lead 
us on how to “celebrate” Christmas in 
the shadows of a pandemic. And yet, if 
we look at the beginning of the life of 
the Holy Family, we can, at least, find 
inspiration and insight. 

We read in the Gospel of Matthew: 
“When his mother 
Mary was betrothed to 
Joseph, but before they 
lived together, she was 
found with child through 
the Holy Spirit.” (Mt:1,18) 
This was the beginning 
of a series of “new and 
challenging” situations in 
their lives. Joseph taking 
responsibility for Mary and 
the child to be born; Mary 
and Joseph compelled to walk the more 
-than-90-mile journey from Nazareth to 
Bethlehem. 

Shortly after the birth of Jesus, they 
became political refugees when “Joseph 
rose and took the child and his mother 
by night and departed for Egypt.” 
(Mt. 2,14)  Later, when Jesus was 12 
years old, on the Holy Family’s visit to 
Jerusalem, “Jesus remained behind in 
Jerusalem, but his parents did not know 
it. After three days they found him in the 
temple.” (Lk. 2,43-46) 

And yet, in every situation they 
were able to remain strong in their 
values: “When Joseph awoke, he did as 
the angel of the Lord had commanded 
him.” “[Jesus] went down with them 
and came to Nazareth, and was obedient 
to them; and his mother kept all these 
things in her heart.” Jesus shows us the 
importance of being close to our family, 
Mary teaches us to take time to think 
and reflect, Joseph sets the example of 

This year, 
Christmas is 
going to be 

different and, 
maybe, we could

 even call it 
“better.”

A Farewell and Thank You After 14 Years
Dear Voce readers,
After nearly fourteen years of manag-

ing Voce Italiana, it’s time to let other fresh 
voices be heard and to pass the torch to a 
new editorial team.

During the past two years I have spent 
increasingly more time on my volunteer 
duties as President of the Casa Italiana 
Sociocultural Center Inc. and toward the 
creation of the Italian American Museum 
of Washington DC. I now plan to focus my 
time almost entirely on these cultural pro-
grams, which I hope will grow and enrich 
our community and beyond.

Voce Italiana has taught me so much 
about our Italian and Italian American 
community, and I hope to use that knowl-
edge to find ways to support our rich and 
diverse community.

As our readers know, we have a num-
ber of active Italian and Italian American 
organizations in the Washington, D.C. area, 
each with their own goals, programs, and 
activities. The cultural footprint of the Casa 
Italiana Sociocultural Center has expand-
ed, with our newly inaugurated museum, 
gallery spaces for art exhibitions, an Ital-
ian American library, an archive space to 
process and store the history of our com-
munity, and conference room facilities, in 
addition to Casa Italiana Language School 
programs. 

With our expanded facilities, I hope that 
we can find opportunities to collaborate 

The Lido Civic Club of Washington D.C.
1929-2020  Our 91st Year  

Metropolitan Washington’s Premier 
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             Professional Men’s Organization

Vincenzo Fragomeni, President
Richard DiPippo, Vice President
Arthur J. Del Buono, Treasurer

Damian Gallina, Secretary
Philip Finelli, Public Affairs
John Dovi, Sergeant at Arms

www.lidoclub.org

more closely across the various local orga-
nizations and plan more integrated commu-
nity-wide projects to achieve some of our 
common goals.

As I close this chapter of Voce Italiana, 
there are so many I would like to thank, 
including editorial contributors, Ciro De 
Falco, Nancy De Santi, Daniela Enriquez 
and Generoso D'Agnese, who were always 
ready to take on last-minute assignments in 
their typical professional manner, and all 
the visiting contributors who shared their 
stories with our readers over the years. 

My gratidude to Lucia Portanova, Joan 
Dodaro, Martha Finelli and Rosa Mayer, 
who kept the process running smoothly 
each month.  

I also benefitted greatly from the in-
house editorial advice and contributions 
of my wife, Anna, a journalist and author, 
whom I would like to acknowledge.

Thank you to former pastor Fr. Lydio 
Tomasi who had the vision to move Voce 
Italiana from a cut-and-paste paper into the 
digital age. Thank you also to Fr. Ezio for 
continuing to entrust us with Voce when he 
became pastor of Holy Rosary in 2013, and 
for closely reviewing every issue before go-
ing to press. Thanks also to you, our read-
ers, who encouraged us along the way.

My very best wishes to all for a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year!

Francesco Isgro, Executive Editor
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Rosary Church, his brother would 
visit him there whenever he came to 
Washington, D.C.

From 2003 and until his retirement 
in February 2016, Cardinal Tomasi was 
the Permanent Observer of the Holy See 
to the United Nations in Geneva.  

Although technically retired, the 
new Cardinal has been busy working 
on a book on the correspondence of 
St. Charles Borromeo and St. Francis 
Xavier Cabrini, both of whom were 
concerned with the world’s migrants.  
He is also continuing to meet virtually 
with a group of experts promoting 
nuclear disarmament and raising funds 
for the Ethiopian Catholic University of 
Thomas Aquinas in Addis Ababa, where 
he once served as Apostolic Nuncio.

In retirement, Cardinal Tomasi 
became a trusted adviser and problem-
solver for Pope Francis. In 2015, the 
Holy Father assigned him to fold in 
the Pontifical Council for Migrants and 
Itinerant Peoples with two other Vatican 
offices, becoming a single superagency 
now known as the Dicastery for Integral 
Human Development.

Cardinal Tomasi has been quoted 
as saying that Pope Francis has not 
explained why he chose him, but he 
thinks one reason is that he belongs “to 
a small religious family that for over a 
century has been working with migrants 
and refugees…Maybe he wanted to 
give a shoutout to my community and 
say, ‘Keep moving, keep going in that 
direction.’”

His second guess, he said, is to 

highlight the importance of multilateral 
diplomacy, since the new Cardinal is a 
retired nuncio and Vatican representative 
to U.N. agencies in Geneva.

“The Holy See can bring to the 
international context values that are 
useful for solving problems in the long 
run. It does not bring the power of trade 
or of a military arsenal, but it brings 
those moral values that resonant with 
the heart of every person,” he said.

Among the other new Cardinals 
installed in November is Wilton 
Gregory, the head of the Archdiocese of 
Washington, D.C., who after his return 
from Rome celebrated Mass at Holy 
Rosary Church on December 13, 2020. 
(See article on page 1.) 

At the event, Cardinal Gregory said a 

His Eminence Silvano Maria Tomasi, Scalabrinian, Migration Scholar

Cardinal Tomasi celebrating Mass at Holy Rosary with former pastor Fr. Lydio Tomasi

Maria Marigliano, Eileen Parise, Cardinal Tomasi, Anna Falcone at Casa Italiana

Daniel Stabile, Cardinal Tomasi, James Cocco at Casa Italiana

Continued from page 1
few words in Italian in a message to the 
“cari fratelli and sorelle” and at the end 
of the Mass, Fr. Ezio Marchetto thanked 
him for coming to celebrate the Mass 
which occurred the day before the 107th 
anniversary of the founding of Holy 
Rosary Church.  

Newly-elected Cardinal Silvano Maria Tomasi with members of the 
Scalabrinian General Administration
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Qualche settimana fa ho avuto il 
privilegio di visitare il nuovissimo 
museo italo-americano di Washington, 
D.C. (IAMDC) che è stato inaugurato – 
con una cerimonia molto ristretta causa 
Covid-19 – lo scorso 15 dicembre. Il 
concetto di un museo per celebrare 
l’eredità culturale della comunità italo-

americana della nostra città è nata circa 
due anni fa da un abbozzo di idea di 
Padre Ezio Marchetto ed è stato reso 
possibile grazie al lavoro di Francesco 
Isgro, presidente del CISC, e della 
Commissione Museale che include 
Elizabeth DiGregorio, membro del 
Consiglio di Amministrazione, Anna 
Isgro, membro del Comitato della 
Parrocchia, e di altri volontari, oltre al 
generoso contributo di diversi donatori, 
ma soprattutto di Robert A. Facchina, il 
cui grande contributo ha reso il museo 
possibile. Sebbene fra poco anche voi 
lettori avrete il piacere di visitarlo, voglio 
raccontarvi in anteprima cosa troverete 
dentro questo museo e la sensazione che 
ho provato io nel visitarlo. 

Il museo italo-americano di Washington, D.C. apre le porte
Il museo è composto da quattro 

piani dedicati alla storia ed alla cultura 
degli italo-americani ed italiani di 
Washington, D.C. ed all’influenza che 
questa comunità ha avuto sulla capitale 
degli USA. Ad accogliervi troverete 
infatti una mappa enorme dove sono 
segnati tutti i luoghi della capitale che 
hanno subito l’influsso della cultura 
italiana: dall’arte all’architettura, 
dalla legge alla storia. Non c’è parte 
di Washington, D.C. da nord-est a 
sud-ovest, dal Campidoglio alla Casa 
Bianca, in cui gli italo-americani non 
abbiano lasciato il segno. 

Proseguendo nel nostro tour, 
seguitemi al secondo piano dove 
protagonista è la storia, ed in particolare 
la storia dell’immigrazione dall’Italia 
agli Stati Uniti. Attraverso foto, cimeli 
di famiglia, e racconti possiamo 
ripercorrere le storie di chi ci ha preceduto 
in questo lungo viaggio dal vecchio al 
nuovo continente. Sono sicura che anche 
voi, come me, rimarrete stupiti dalla 
familiarità dei volti e delle espressioni 
che emergono dalle foto: visi di persone 
che hanno lasciato la terra natia ma che 
hanno trovato in questa città lontana 
una forte comunità con gli stessi valori: 
amore per il lavoro, per la famiglia e per 
l’Italia. Dagli scienziati ai tagliapietre 
tutte le sfaccettature di questa variegata 

comunità sono rappresentate e ricordate 
nel museo. Il secondo piano ospita anche 
il Progetto Marconi, una serie di storie 
tramandate oralmente di italo-americani 
dell’aera metropolitana di Washington, 
D.C. Grazie a due computer, potrete 
ascoltare frammenti di queste storie, 
prodotti e registrati dai membri del 
Board Willy Meaux, Tom Sweeney, and 
Ciro DeFalco.

Ma continuiamo a salire ed arriviamo 
al terzo piano: dedicato a quella che è 
la vera casa di tutti gli italo-americani 
ed italiani a Washington, D.C.: la Holy 
Rosary Church. La storia della chiesa 
diventa presente grazie alle foto ed 
agli stendardi appesi alle pareti: foto di 
bambine che nel 1916 si preparavano 
a ricevere la Prima Comunione, e 
stendardi di gruppi cattolici, alcuni dei 
quali non esistono più, 
come il “Gruppo della 
mamme cattoliche”. La 
Chiesa “italiana” oltre 
ad accogliere oggi 
una comunità molto 
variegata di origini ed 
età ha anche offerto lo 
spazio fisico in cui si 
trova il museo.

L’ultimo piano – 
il mio preferito! -  è 
dedicato all’arte. Le 
stanze sono decorate 
con creazioni donate 
da artisti italiani ed 
italo-americani di 
Washington, D.C. 
Quadri, affreschi, 
sculture fatte a mano 
ed in 3D, ma anche 
letteratura e moda! 
Tutta la comunità 
italiana degli artisti 
di Washington, D.C. 
è rappresentata. 
Lo spazio è anche 
perfetto per ospitare 
eventi ed incontri 
d’arte e ha anche un 
patio esterno da cui si 
può vedere la cima del 
Campidoglio. Durante 
la mia visita ho chiuso 
gli occhi per un attimo 
e sono riuscita a 

Dagli scienziati ai tagliapietre tutte 
le sfaccettature di questa variegata 
comunità sono rappresentate e 
ricordate nel museo.
di Daniela Enriquez

sentire il chiacchiericcio e le risate che – 
sono sicura – presto riempiranno queste 
sale. 

Così siamo arrivati alla fine di questo 
tour “virtuale”!

Ogni storia di immigrazione è diversa 
dalle altre. Quella della mia famiglia 
parte dalla Tunisia, per approdare in 
Sicilia e poi, con me, arrivare negli 
USA. Vivo qui da dieci anni e mi sento 
pienamente parte della comunità italo-
americana di questa città.  Un museo 
che rappresentasse la storia di tutti gli 
italiani arrivati per diverse ragioni ed 
in diverse epoche a Washington, D.C. 
mancava, ma ormai l’attesa è finita: 
tra poco il Museo Italo-Americano di 
Washington, D.C. aprirà le porte al 
publico!

Holy Rosary Church banners; the Marconi Project of recorded oral histories
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THE CULTURE OF WINE

It is that time of the year again: the 
Holiday Season is here.

Even though the Covid virus has 
slowed down celebrations, and many 
uncertainties surround us all, we still 
have many reasons to celebrate, and to 
celebrate in style. Let’s do it then!  And 
for a moment let’s look at life, and to 
the future, with optimism, and let’s ‘pop 
the cork’ of a sparkling wine and admire 
those millions of “bollicine” – perlage – 
rising vivaciously, and generously, from 
the bottom of our champagne flutes, 
indicating liveliness, joy, beauty and 
hope.

We have become accustomed 
to drinking or expecting to drink 
champagne at celebratory moments. 
After all, champagne is the classic 
sparkling wine and it is synonymous 
with the finest of all sparkling wines 
worldwide. But of course, it is also 
pricey. The process of producing 
champagne is meticulous, lengthy, 
and fascinating. I love to mention 
Champagne Cristal,  Dom Perignon,  
Champagne Salon,  Veuve Clicquot La 
Grande Dame,  Krug,  Laurent Perier.  

While champagne is strictly from 
France – mainly from the mountains of 
Reims, north of Paris – thankfully there 
are many well-made “champagne style 
sparkling wines” from all parts of the 
world that are  admirable and affordable: 
Monopoles Alfred Rothschild Blanc de 
Blancs Brut - France;  Chandon Brut,  
Gloria Ferrer or Scharfferberger Brut 
– California;  Argyle Brut – Oregon;  
Codorniu Blanc de Blancs or Freixenet 
Cordon Negro Cava Brut – Spain. 

And of course, we have the Italian 
Sparkling Wines, mainly Prosecco, 
Asti Spumante,  Rosa Regale Brachetto 
d’Acqui. These three sparkling wines 
are surely “celebration wines” and truly 

Festive Wines for the Holidays

represent a symbol of the art of good 
living.

Prosecco is simply a phenomenon 
of the sparkling-wine world. It is the 
“winning wine”: off-dry with a tone 
of fresh crisp apple and zingy citrus: a 
great refreshing and very approachable 
and available wine.

Prosecco – “il vino dei poeti” – is 
produced in northeastern Italy’s Veneto 
region, where it is enjoyed casually 
throughout the day.  It is light-bodied, 
fruit driven, and just a lot of fun to drink. 

Prosecco is also the wine responsible 
for the famous and delicious cocktail 
“Bellini” – a mix of Prosecco with puree 
of white peaches.

Among the most available and 
admired Prosecco in the market today 
are: Nino Franco, La Marca, Cinzano, 
Ca’ Furlan, Bolla, Maschio, Zonin, 
Mionetto, Santa Margherita.

Asti, notably know as Asti 
Spumante, is certainly the most loved 
sparkling wine of Italy. It is unique 
and unmatchable among all wines. 
Asti, produced from Moscato grapes 
in the southern part of Piemonte, has 
spectacular aromatic expressions and 
is Italy’s favorite sparkling wine during 
the Christmas holidays. It is excellent 
with dessert and in particular with 
the traditional “panettone.” Martini e 
Rossi Asti and Cinzano Asti are widely 
available, affordable, festive, and very 
Italian. Cin-cin! Cent’anni!

Rosa Regale, Brachetto D’Acqui. 
Dulcis in fundo – saving the best for last 
– is a very special sparkling red wine, 
and an ancient delight. The Romans, in 
fact, loved this wine. It is been written 
that Julius Caesar, and then Marcus 
Antonius, presented some jars of this 

wine to Queen Cleopatra. Apparently 
she had it served to her lovers to pique 
their interest.

Rosa Regale Brachetto d’Acqui 
is a superb Piemontese dessert wine, 
produced in only extremely limited 
quantities. It is ruby red in color, 
with lovely rose froth and a persistent 
perlage. It has an intense aromatic 
bouquet and hints of Bulgarian rose. 
This sparkling beauty is seductive and 
elegant, with flavors of fresh raspberries 
and strawberries. Enjoy it! And try it 
with dark chocolate: the pairing is just 
perfect.

Buon Natale e Buon Anno a tutti. 
Auguri!

Prosecco: A phenomenon of the sparkling-wine world
by Vittorio Vittori

 � December 24, 2020.  Christmas Eve       
11:30 p.m. Christmas Carols followed by the 
Midnight Mass (subject to change)

 � December 25, 2020.  Christmas Day 
Masses  --    10 a.m. in Italian (live-streamed); 
12:00 Noon in English

 � December 31, 2020. New Year’s Eve 
Mass -- 5:00 p.m. Solemnity of Mary, the 
Holy Mother of God

 � January 1, 2021. New Year’s Day Mass 
-- 10 a.m. Solemnity of Mary, the Holy 
Mother of God.  

Christmas & New Year
Mass Schedule

PLEASE NOTE
Those who wish to attend Mass or 

other liturgical events at Holy Rosary 
must register by sending your e-mail 
request to Maria Marigliano at kings_
mary@msn.com with copies to Lucia 
Portanova at casaitaldc@gmail.com 
and Maria Fresco at casaitaldc2@ya-
hoo.com AND receive approval/con-
firmation of attendance in advance of 
coming to Mass.

Registration requests for the Christ-
mas Eve,Christmas Day, New Year’s 
and New Year’s Day Masses will be 
accepted beginning on December 14 
and ending on December 18, 2020.
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